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Case Description
For hearing, discussion and possible action to initiate a Development Code amendment and approve a resolution 
recommending adoption of an ordinance amending the Washoe County Code at Chapter 110 (Development Code) 
within Article 302 Allowed Uses, Article 304 Use Classification System, Article 406 Building Placement Standards, and 
Article 902 Definitions to:
• Provide clarity on single-family accessory uses;
• Allow Child Care, Family Daycare use type within the General Rural and Neighborhood Commercial 

regulatory zones;
• Allow Large-Family Daycare use type with an Administrative Permit instead of a Special Use Permit in the 

Neighborhood Commercial Regulatory Zone;
• Allow Personal Services use type within the Industrial and Public and Semi-Public Facilities regulatory zones;
• Include information technology services within the definition of the Administrative Offices use type;
• Include contractors’ office with or without an equipment yard as an example of the Construction Sales and 

Services use type;
• Create a definition for “security fence” and provide standards for allowing security fencing on parcels of land 

that do not have an established main use;
• Allow for tall specialty fencing for uses such as ballparks and sports fields; and
• Place Communication Facilities in the “Civic” rather than the “Commercial” use table.



3

Table 110.302.05.1

No change to 
allowed uses, 
just moving to 
a more 
intuitive 
location in the 
same table
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Table 110.302.05.2

• Family Daycare 
allowed in GR 
zone

• Communication 
Facilities are 
regulated by PUC 
(removes from 
Commercial Use 
Table)
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Table 110.302.05.3

• Personal services in 
the Industrial and 
Public and Semi-
Public Facilities 
regulatory zones are 
less intense than 
many other uses 
currently 
permissible.
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Section 110.304.25  Commercial Use Types

• A response to 
the increasing 
use of 
technology 
and provides 
additional 
clarity for 
classification 
of businesses
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Section 110.304.25  Commercial Use Types

• Codifies the 
very common 
use that is 
often 
requested
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Section 110.406.50  Fences, Walls or Perimeter Planting

• Additional 
height is needed 
for specialty 
fences:
• backstop of a 

baseball 
diamond 

• golf course 

• driving range
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Section 110.406.50  Fences, Walls or Perimeter Planting

• New use and 
definition to allow 
property owners 
to secure vacant 
land

• Standards allow 
for appropriate 
Code Enforcement
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Section 110.902.15 Definitions
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Findings of Fact

Washoe County Code Section 110.818.15(e) requires the Planning Commission 
to make at least one of the following findings of fact:
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Findings of Fact
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Recommendation

It is recommended that the Washoe County
Planning Commission recommend approval of
WDCA22-0004, to amend Washoe County Chapter
110 (Development Code) within Article 302 Allowed
Uses, Article 304 Use Classification System, Article
406 Building Placement Standards and Article 902
Definitions.
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Possible Motion (Pages 11 and 12 of staff report)

I move that, after giving reasoned consideration to the information contained in the staff report and information received
during the public hearing, the Washoe County Planning Commission recommend approval of WDCA22-0004, to adopt and
Ordinance amending Washoe County Chapter 110 (Development Code) within Article 302 Allowed Uses, Article 304 Use
Classification System, Article 406 Building Placement Standards, and Article 902 Definitions. I further move to authorize
the Chair to sign the resolution contained in Attachment A on behalf of the Washoe County Planning Commission and to
direct staff to present a report of this Commission’s recommendation to the Washoe County Board of County
Commissioners within 60 days of today’s date. This recommendation for approval is based on all of the following four
findings in accordance with Washoe County Code Section 110.818.15(e):

1. Consistency with Master Plan.  The proposed Development Code amendment is in substantial compliance with the 
policies and action programs of the Washoe County Master Plan;

2. Promotes the Purpose of the Development Code.  The proposed Development Code amendment will not adversely 
impact the public health, safety or welfare, and will promote the original purposes for the Development Code as 
expressed in Article 918, Adoption of Development Code;

3. Response to Changed Conditions.  The proposed development code amendment responds to changed conditions or 
further studies that have occurred since the Development Code was adopted by the Board of County Commissioners, 
and the requested amendment allow for a more desirable utilization of land within the regulatory zones; and,

4. No Adverse Affects.  The proposed development code amendment will not adversely affect the implementation of the 
policies and action programs of the Conservation Element or the Population Element of the Washoe County Master 
Plan.



Thank you
Roger Pelham, MPA, Senior Planner

Washoe County CSD – Planning Division
rpelham@washoecounty.gov

775-328-3622
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